Scientific Career
Zbigniew Pruszak was born on 6 March 1947 in Mała Komorza, Poland. For most of his life and career he was based in Gdańsk. In 1970 he graduated from the Gdańsk University of Technology (GUT) with an MSc degree in civil engineering. 
Research
Professor Pruszak was active in many research fields. Throughout his career he was a very prolific writer who authored or co-authored about 150 research papers, 8 books as well as dozens of engineering analyses and expert opinions. His numerous articles were published in prestigious peer-reviewed journals, such as Coastal Engineering, Journal of Waterway, Port, Coastal, and Ocean Engineering, Journal of Coastal Research, Estuarine, Coastal and Shelf Science, Oceanologia and many others. Scientific interest of Professor Zbigniew Pruszak comprised a very broad spectrum of problems related to motion of water and sediments in rivers, transitional waters and the sea. He developed novel theoretical solutions, as well as conducted laboratory and field experiments. Results of his research were presented during the most important domestic and international conferences. Deeply engaged in scientific work, Professor Pruszak maintained close collaboration with the community of civil engineering, in particular, marine engineering. As an undisputed authority in the domain of coastal engineering, he was the author of numerous valuable analyses and expert opinions concerning sea shore protection against erosion and flooding. His high level of competence resulted, among others, from many years of cooperation with renowned research institutions and leading university centres in Poland and abroad. This cooperation enabled him not only to gain extensive professional knowledge, but also to participate in important research and engineering projects (he headed many of them) in which his knowledge was fruitfully applied. Recently retired, Professor Pruszak was continuously busy at IBW PAN, conducting research and publishing scientific papers. Almost until death, he continued to inspire his co-workers with research ideas and supported them with his know-how and experience.
This special issue of Archives of Hydro-Engineering and Environmental Mechanics is devoted to the memory of Prof. Zbigniew Pruszak and contains research papers written by his colleagues and co-workers from the Institute of Hydro-Engineering in Gdańsk, as well as from the Institute of Oceanology of the Russian Academy of Sciences (Atlantic Branch in Kaliningrad, Lomonosov Moscow State University) and the State Agency of the Kaliningrad District "Baltberegozashchita", for whom he was a true example and by whom he is greatly missed.
